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Introductiop, -
The fact
ors whi
There Were Sevel:-;c]hrle]q Lo the ongey, of revolt is multifaceti:fi-
causes which had Seteirlfrz,:ou& Kocial, political and economic
hatred toWardS

the ¢ Botion an atmogphere of general
immediate factor wh; Of€1gN  government, However, the
the rumoyy about thmh le‘,l Lo the outhurst of the rebellion was
out of cow and pjg fai.c?r;“lage of the Enfield Rifle being made
there spreaq like g fire en
revolt saw the go
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1K 1857 Y TN vy, o
I:PVI’J“I, !Iitfllii'(i n anlmml levis] Yondip whe e7ild unite
::;:::;:f"t;”;ﬂ i:jli:;nlh;im “lectively 1'*': I}:r";-:l:-rrly':e detrime
' v Ll : IR 21
:1'1un:ulg:'tlll l!_}lf‘ll,n],.”“.dl::‘::’ulr:ll:ﬂl:;:[;}u ’-:u-'rl;-’ f;l,l orgam?
ALMMpnetl, . : LM : L .
:n‘llH!fi‘ whf-r::,,,:':‘:mn f"d" wirs poorly trained )
armed Lo the 1) '“-. }“i’.llly diseaplined British tf"“f"" :
and milit; "W”'_h Wenponu In general, the orgam?? ! 85
o - the % nIRErIOriLy of 1)y, Brt iulh fioreon made it very "”H';
for }n m Lo BUDDrogy (. Fivtolt ‘5'.;-;., o iz e leaders i
l:;')ttxr]l];:‘( ;:n Commaon fnrnml:hi, nr“h‘l:m’ :m !Irwhut they would do
imw they \::;‘l)llf"l”mlml' They had not placed mur:h‘ Ifhr;ughzy*;l;
ousted., Th]r(“ run the governmaent, after the Br'lf,lﬂhffl.'ﬂ tpd
in the rovol| s'flzhnul, all Hffrzl.irmx of Indian society parf.u":lpa'r];p
Preeidcnci(-g“nf];(i rebellion was limited to North India. a 3
in the revol‘t and Ghgal H“,m}”’y and Madras did not. take r;"all
these faCLOr‘ neither did the Sikh soldiers. As a result 0
Klih 8, the revolt of 1857 wag casily suppressed. .
- hjgtgugh the r(:v'oll, of 1857 was an extraordinary even't, in
i of India, it had very little chance of success against
an organized and powerfy] enemy. It was suppressed within a
year of its outbreak. There were many causes which led to the
collapse of thig mighty rebellion.

Narrow Territorial Base

' The revolt of 1857 had limited territorial spread. It was not
widespread and remained confined to North and Central India
only. Even in the north, Kashmir, Punjab, Sind and Rajputana
kept away from the rebels. The British managed to get the
loyalty of the Madras and Bombay regiments and the Sikh
states. Afghans and Gurkhas also supported the British.

The eastern, western and southern parts of India were more
or less unaffected by the uprising.

Lack of unity

No broad-based unity emerged among the Indian people
during the rebel. While sepoys of the Bengal army were
revolting, some soldiers in Punjab fought on the side of the
British to crush these rebellions. Adhesion of the Mughal
emperor, turned the Sikhs of Punjab away from the rebellion,
as they did not want to return to Islamic rule, having fought
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v The Zan §‘1\in:\‘ the \!u K 183" Revdt - Failare Fantors 18l

R Laming, g sicn MR Ral e
-v of the Bnnsh T}\r, o Repe. lors
" - 3 '.‘*-!l Pr\- .,q . ‘«-]'l\‘“
_v T.'-:l::":\iﬁ‘.'\: ':"HSC b‘:: "“tb‘-\! i l»‘ H ,..\;‘.. pn,:_‘- were th"\ sreid ih
V Brtish 10 restape :Lk“‘i off. o :\“R'“ aters to storm AW
L The n‘.\\iern k ‘?‘--sn- I#?I‘.-'l -n:}l\ r?\‘mm‘\s were made by the
. = » LY §34 ‘-:: o

" because. 1in their ‘f‘&te«j In-,i:an~. ] = 1
» believed mist gt the revy, oo QU not support the rev ¢
. rowands m-\\ie\ *nly tha r}:;ff “as backwands-looking. The?
-! The may rmsarlc‘n\ & PNlish would lead the country
} \":-Pc"bels Ii’]e[ni \Tblt‘m. C‘i‘\‘t‘-\'er y . 2
‘ of each othe SV Therp e o 38 lack of unity in the ranks

5 YOS angd on U Ades w 2 o alous
(- of Awadh_ g, "N Indy) gag ©Te suspicious and jea
, the .\luqhaj‘ ~Aple, Quanﬂe?l?\‘ e quarrels, The Begart
*‘ b . Prineeg ith the \‘I“" With Maulvi Ahmdullah. and

s l s ‘l o Perspective of ‘if"pc.‘" generals. Thus selfishness
} revelt ang Prevente it . leaders suppressed the strength
g Poorly Organizeq SU TS eonsalidation,

‘ 2 -'\DO[‘_her ma‘ -
1 was th o mcml‘con[rib ~ ;

- S the weak leadership of oy ¢ (© the failure of the revelt
y lacked organjya,; o and of the movement. Indian leaders
y organized. The yppigino. . F 200I0g. The rebels were peorly

- uncoordinated. Qfep th 5 fhﬁerenr parts of the country were
I manner. © SEPOFs behaved in an uncontrolled
' The rebe] |

E‘ade_rs — . .

I Most of its leaders t.h:t:; 10 match for the British soldiers.
I were motivated by USAt only of their own interest. They

) = DAITOW personal gains. Thev foucht to

liberat . B gams. ey Iloug
I :-a e only their own territories.

2\O national . :

I arid EivEit lﬁader emerged to coordinate the movement
T Tooc_and \Ijurmbe and direction. Rani Lakshmi Bai. Tantya

. Pf il dNpa Saheb were courageous but were not good
I military generals. The rebels wepe lacking in discipline and a
| central command and they could not win against a powerful
; and determined enemy who planned its strategy skillfully.

i 4 Lack of Proper Arms and Equipment

T’ The rebels were short of weapons and finances. Whatever

- few weapons existed. were old and outdated. In many areas.

- rebels fought with swords and spears which were no match for
i the sophisticated and modern weapons of the British.
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(he Brinsl ‘h lxpnl\d up ”“‘lln:! Postal communiention help
. (LTl ] .
of the set enabley thoy T Oheragion. The Knglish mastery

crush the revoly PUlhlogy) DR G
Lack of Unified yig; """
The vebelligy, | "
and :ulmi1\ist,r:ll.in\n“:t:”ln:! the Britial system of government
to t‘l‘(‘“,t,(‘ n ity Place '|‘\‘ Wbt gy rebels did not. know th'r'
mind. The PYOMiNEy( o g had forward-looking plan 11
Begum of -'\\\'udh. L) vebellion like Nana Saheb.

Ranj of
Ll l .
unified Programyg, o dhangj, ete,, did not. possess any

Ifor exam
. e }}}0‘ '!ll]e Q) g
ancient glorieg of the Moys of B

Bai fought tq 'egain Jhapgj. whicl

the British bolicy of Doctrine of lapse

There i
different idely. dwlerse elements among the rebels with
revolt were § h%?” blan and motjye Most of the leaders of the
for modern Ir%d' 18 for personal gains and lack a coherent idf_:a
India. In f: 113. Modern nationalism had not yet evolved in
ndia. In fact, it wag g concept unknown to the people.
Conclusion

Brigghtgitﬁzgitd 1859, thfe revolt was suppressed and the

Y over India was firmly reestablished. The
revolt had finally failed, However, the revolt is remembered
for the valour and the courage of its rebels. Even though they
failed to achieve their objective they succeeded in sowing the
seeds of nationalism among the Indians and paved the way for
the future struggle for independence.The revolt of 1857 was
an unprecedented event in the history of British rule in India.
It united, though in a limited way, many sections of Indian
society for a common cause. Though the revolt failed to achieve
the desired goal, it sowed the seeds of Indian nationalism.

. nt
Iv help from England 2

engal wanted to revive the
eestab); ughals whjle Nana Saheb and Tantya
Ablish the Maratha power. Rani Lakshmi

1 she had lost as a result of
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